
2024 SCHOLARSHIPS: HOW TO APPLY! 
The Community Foundation San Luis Obispo County Scholarship Program 
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Accessing the 
Applications
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Go to our website: www.cfsloco.org
Click on the “Scholarships” tab & select “Available Scholarships”

Click here to be directed to the Available Scholarships page! 
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Check the eligibility for ALL scholarships. You don’t want to miss an opportunity for 
funding or spend time applying when ineligible.

Click “Apply Here” when you have found a scholarship you wish to apply for!
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Apply Here!



Some scholarships are for high school seniors and others for current undergraduates. 
Some scholarships are for both! Be sure to read the requirements carefully!
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Apply Here!



Navigating 
Smarter Select
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First time applicants must create an account that will hold all their applications 
on the online platform. If you have already applied for a scholarship on our 

website, sign in with your previous log in information. 
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2-Factor Authentication
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Smarter Select requires 2-
Factor Authentication to 

protect private information. 
Be sure that you set up your 

account with an email 
and/or phone that you can 

easily access. 

Reach out if you have any 
questions about 2-Factor 

Authentication.



If you click “Apply Here” on our website, you’ll 
be directed to Smarter Select. On this page 

you can view the individual scholarship criteria 
and focus, preview the application, and apply. 

If you meet the criteria for the scholarship, 
click “Apply”
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Some applications will ask you prequalifying questions to ensure your eligibility. 
If you are eligible, you will be directed to the application.
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Helpful Hints!

• Applications can 
be printed at any 
time as a 
reference tool.

• If you need any 
help, pressing the 
help icon will 
allow you to 
email our 
Scholarship 
Manager.

• If you do not 
complete all 
portions of the 
application, you 
can save your 
progress and 
return to it at any 
time before the 
deadline.
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What You’ll Need:
Unofficial Transcript 

Must include Fall 2023 grades. Ask your school’s Registrar or counselor for 

help! 

Activities Form
Link to fillable form is provided in application (Google Doc or PDF)

Personal Essay

Letter of Recommendation 
Prepare Name, Title, Email Address of Recommender

FAFSA/ CADAA- Student Aid Report (SAR)
For scholarships for students with financial need.
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Application Sections (1-5):
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Section 1: Personal Information 
Name, Date of Birth, Address, Contact Information

Section 2: Academic Information
Unofficial Transcript, College Choices, Major/ Proposed Career

 Click here for an example of an unofficial transcript!

Section 3: Activities 
You MUST use the fillable Activities form we provide (Google Doc or PDF) to       

complete and upload to your application. 

Section 4: Personal Essay(s)
Pick one of the essay prompts. You can type it directly into the application or 

upload a file.

 Section 5: Extraordinary Family Obligation/ Student Challenges 



Application Sections (6-9):
Section 6: Letter of Recommendation 

Suggestion: Complete this section first! Your application is NOT complete until 

your recommendation is submitted. Once you complete this section, an 

email will be delivered to the recommender. Your application isn’t 

complete until they submit their letter to the link they receive.
 If you are unsure of how to ask for a letter of recommendation, follow these tips!

Section 7: Financial Statement  
FAFSA/ CADAA, Student Aid Report, Student Aid Index (SAI)

Section 8: Supplemental Essays
A few scholarships will refer to a supplemental essay. It will appear at the end of the application. 

Section 9: Certify and Submit Application 
Sign your name and date. Submit each application! 
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SAMPLE ACTIVITY FORM
You MUST use this form, or your application will be disqualified. 
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Activities 
Form Tips

• Check out the example 
activities form linked in 
the application.

• Be sure to use the form 
provided in the 
application! 

• Talk to someone about 
the activities you’ve done 
and write them down for 
future reference.

• If you’re not sure if an 
activity qualifies, ask us 
via email at 
scholarships@cfsloco.org
or call our office during 
business hours 

• (805) 543-2323
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Helpful Hint!

Clicking on “My Applications” shows a table of all your applications, their deadlines, 
status, and the last time that you edited. 
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SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION TIPS:

•Be courteous- request letters of recommendation at least 3 weeks before scholarship 
deadline AND remind your recommender to submit their part.
• Let your recommender know to expect an email from The Community Foundation

•Some applications require a supplemental essay—be prepared!
• Read the prompts carefully and respond as best as you can. 

•Make your account with your personal email address—you may not have access to your 
student email upon graduation.

• Example: EmilyGoesToCollege2024@gmail.com

•Contact Emily Jagger, Scholarships Manager, with questions at emily@cfsloco.org or call 
our office during business hours (805) 543-2323.
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